
Advent readings from Isaiah come from 
this time in their history as a conquered 
people yearning for their God to have 
mercy and save them. We express the 
same longing as we await the birth of our 
Savior.
 This is our backdrop for understanding 
who Jesus is. Jesus is Reconciliation. Je-
sus is God coming to us in flesh and blood 
to say, “Here I am. I am with you.” God 
does not want to rewrite or debug us or 
to just make it all go away by reordering 
the world. God is patient and merciful, 
reconciling us so that we can become the 
best version of ourselves — the people we 
are made to be. 
 God loves us as we are and shows us 
how to truly live by becoming human 
with us and by mercifully opening the 
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 God is mysterious. The all-powerful, 
all-knowing, does-not-need-or-lack-
anything God, who creates and sustains 
the entire cosmos, decides to open the 
way of life for us by becoming human. 
God became helpless. And I mean help-
less — having a newborn whose great-
est talent is imitating the inept flailing 
of a beached harbor seal has brought 
home the Incarnation in a totally differ-
ent way for me. But even my baby has 
advantages Jesus didn’t. She has modern 
medicine, membership in the dominant 
majority, a home and bed, a safety-tested 
car seat (bet the donkey didn’t have one 
of those) and a musical lamb that moves 
its head in slow, hypnotic circles (God 
bless that lamb). Jesus, on the other 

Advent reflection: The Birth of Mercy
By Matthew Flynn
Director of Adult Faith Formation and Mis-

 Whether you’ve been at St. Clare 
Parish all your life or just joined us last 
month, there are things that will surprise 
you about our historic parish and beauti-
ful church. Fr. Jim invites everyone to 
take a closer look at how our faith-filled 
past made possible the dynamic parish 
we enjoy today.  
 These fun, informal evenings of cel-
ebration and visioning will begin with 
wine, beer and light refreshments in 
the church gathering space. We’ll enjoy 
fellowship and Fr. Jim will share his 
unique knowledge of the creation of our 
beautiful worship space.  What elements 
of our church echo the striking style of 
St. Clare Basilica in Assisi?  Why is the 
church ceiling blue?  Where in our church 
can you find something that is 30 million 
years old? You’ll learn all this, and more! 
There’ll also be time for your questions 
about our parish and facilities.
 You’ll discover a lot as well about the 
many generous, lasting gifts of time, tal-
ent and treasure our parish founders gave 
to make possible the vibrant Catholic 
community we enjoy today. These stories 
of faith in generations past will inspire 

Make a date to learn what makes St. Clare great

We celebrate with gratitude your dedication to St. Clare Parish!

Join Fr. Jim and the Stewardship Committee for
an evening of thanksgiving and visioning

to kick off our fall campaign

Sunday, November 22, 4:00 PM
or 

Monday, November 23, 6:30 PM

Wine, beer and light refreshments will be served
 in the St. Clare Church Gathering Space

RSVP by Monday, November 16
on line at www.stclarechurch.org, by email to

jamaeshubirg@yahoo.com or by calling the parish office, 632-3562.

ma

“Every good gift is from the Father”
--James 1:17

hand, was born among livestock to a 
persecuted and conquered minority fam-
ily with low social and economic status 
in the boonies of the Roman Empire. God 
chose to become an impoverished and op-
pressed minority. God is mysterious.
 But this isn’t the only mysterious 
thing. This same God chose a single man, 
Abraham, to be the father of a chosen 
people who would bring forth the world’s 
messiah. Moreover, God showed Himself 
to the world through this chosen people’s 
weakness. As God’s people, their way of 
life was supposed to reflect God’s nature. 
But they (like us) often betrayed their 
way of life as a people whose God was 
merciful, just and loving. In their weak-
ness, they betrayed the Covenant, were 
conquered and were forcibly removed 
from the land God promised them. The 

you!  Deeply rooted in Biblical steward-
ship, our parish is determined to retire 
our debt as soon as possible in preparation 
for future growth.  By joining together 
now and offering legacy gifts of our own, 
we’ll be ready to dream of many more 

great things to come! 
 So mark your calendars, conjure up a 
question or two and prepare to be sur-
prised and moved as you learn about the 
“good gift” from God that we all share: Our 
remarkable St. Clare Parish!



Dec. 2 Evening Prayer, 6 p.m.
Dec. 7 Year of Mercy kickoff 
  6:30 p.m.
Dec. 8 Feast of the Immaculate 
  Conception Masses at 7  
  a.m. at St. Clare Church;  
  8:30 a.m. at St Clare 
  School; 12:10 p.m. at 
  Corpus Christi; and 7 p.m.  
  at St. Clare Church.
Dec. 9  Evening Prayer, 6 p.m.
Dec. 12 First Reconciliation, 
  10 a.m. 
Dec. 13  Masterworks Chorale, 
  7:30 p.m. at church
Dec. 16 Evening Prayer, 6 p.m.
Dec. 17  Advent Reconciliation 
  Service, 7 p.m.
Dec. 23 Evening Prayer, 6 p.m.
Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Mass, 
  4:30 p.m. and 11 p.m. 
Dec. 25  Christmas Day Mass, 
  10 a.m. (prelude music  
  begins 30 minutes before  
  each Mass.)
Dec. 31  Eucharistic Adoration 
  6 p.m. through Benedic- 
  tion at 9:40 a.m. on Jan. 1
Jan. 1 Mary, Mother of God   
  Mass at 10 a.m.

Advent and 
Christmas 
schedule

From the
Pastor’s

Desk

By Father
Jim Deiters

   The Eye Opener of St. Clare Catholic Community2

Advent reflection (continued)

 What do you see when you look at 
our church? A beautiful stone struc-
ture? A quiet, prayerful space? A 
gathering of faith-filled people?
 When I look at St. Clare Church, 
I also see those things. But looking 
deeper, I “see” a rock-solid founda-
tion built of faith and generous gifts 
that supports us all.  I am so grateful 
to the hundreds of donors who have 
given much during previous capital 
campaigns that helped us build our 
new church and school addition.  We 
have come a long way, as the numbers 
convey:
 -- The total cost of the new church 
was about $10 million.
 -- We raised $5 million of that before 

Sharing our ‘good gifts’ enriches us all

we moved in.
 -- We took out a loan of $5 million and 
currently have just $3 million in debt 
remaining!
 Now it’s time to finish the task and 
make one more strong push to “dent the 
debt” or, better still, retire it completely!  
Understand that, overall, our parish 

finances are in fine condition. We are 
making our $30,807 monthly mortgage 
payment and meeting our operating 
costs, while maintaining some savings 
in the bank. But we’ve also got more 
big dreams for our parish — dreams 
that we can begin to pursue once our 
current indebtedness is reduced.
 I sincerely encourage everyone to at-
tend one of the upcoming receptions for 
our new campaign. I especially welcome 
all those households who have joined 
us since we moved into our new church 
in 2007. You bless us with your fresh, 
enthusiastic support of St. Clare, and 
we’re excited to include you as we plan 
for our future!

 As we prepare to enter Advent and 
the Extraordinary Jubilee Year of 
Mercy, we have several upcoming adult 
faith formation and prayer opportuni-
ties for you to consider.  
 Start Advent off by picking up an 
Advent booklet with short daily reflec-
tions.  They will be available after Mass 
the weekend of Nov. 21-22.  
 Learn more about the Year of Mercy 
at our kickoff event from 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
on Monday, Dec. 7.  Matthew Flynn will 
give an insightful presentation.
 Find new books for yourself, family 
and friends at the Advent Book Sale 
after each Mass on the weekend of Dec. 
12-13.
 In the new year, take time to enrich 
your spiritual life through one of two 
Bible studies we offer.  The Tuesday 
night Bible study will begin reading 
and discussing the Passion narratives.  
This Bible study is offered from 7 to 
8:30 p.m. in the church library for six 

Ways to grow in your faith
weeks, starting Feb. 16. Call the parish 
office at 632-3562 to register by Jan. 20. 
The cost is $20. 
 Cornerstone Scripture Study will have 
a “guest day” on Wednesday, Jan. 6 for 
anyone who wants to join this group. 
Members will continue to study the 
Gospel of Luke. They meet from 9:30 to 
11:30 a.m. on Wednesdays in the church 
library during the school year.  For more 
information, contact Heather Ertel 
(heatherertel76@yahoo.com) or Kristy 
Turner (krisnturner@hotmail.com) or 
just come by on Jan. 6.
 Young adults (20s and 30s) and over 
21 are invited to join our parish young 
adults meetings each month. Meetings 
have included pub discussions of faith 
and religion, learning about the history 
of the Mass, prayer and reflection and 
usually include socializing as well.  For 
more information, please contact Sally 
Ayoob at sallyayoob@gmail.com. 

path of life by dying and rising from the 
dead.
 In Advent, we prepare for the coming 
of our Savior. When we do this by looking 
back at Christmas through the lens of 
history, Christmas presents and Santa 
Claus, we miss what the Jewish people 
were looking forward to: a savior who 
would lead them into the fullness of God’s 
promises for full and abundant life. 
 This Advent try to prepare by look-
ing forward, not backward, to the birth 

of God’s Saving Mercy among us. We will 
be celebrating this mercy for the entire 
liturgical year, which Pope Francis has de-
clared an Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy. 
We will have a year completely dedicated 
to celebrating, receiving and extending 
God’s mercy. We will have plenty of activi-
ties in our parish this year, but right now 
we can all ask for and prepare to receive 
our Savior, born among us to reconcile us 
to the Father so that God’s life might be 
born in us.

mailto:heatherertel76@yahoo.com
mailto:krisnturner@hotmail.com
mailto:sallyayoob@gmail.com


November 2015 3

 Fathers Bernardo and Baltazar 
of our sister parish, Our Lord of Es-
quipulas Parish in Guatemala, spent 
five days with our parish in October 
to bring a message of thanksgiving 
for our support over the years.  They 
and Father Sergio are from the Mis-
sionaries of the Holy Spirit religious 
order that oversees the parish as 
part of their evangelical mission.  
 Their visit was a great way for us 
to get to know them and to begin to 
discuss plans for our relationship 
moving forward.  They met many of 
our parishioners at the coffee and 
doughnut receptions following our 
Masses that weekend and at our par-

Sister parish provides ‘gift we do not see’
By Matthew Flynn
Director of Adult Faith Formation and Mission ish potluck dinner that Sunday evening.  

In addition, they spent time with our 
Guatemala Committee and parish staff 
sightseeing, socializing and discussing this 
ministry and their work.  Their witness to 
faith is a great gift for us all.
 The funds we send to Our Lord of 
Esquipulas Parish are used in many ways.  
Since their arrival, the Missionaries of the 
Holy Spirit have made structural improve-
ments to the parish buildings, adding 
restrooms, a kitchen and a meeting space, 
all needed for their formation and training 
opportunities for lay people.  
 They also use the funds to support their 
pastoral work, including a health clinic, 
social outreach and catechesis.  These 
structural improvements and pastoral ini-

tiatives will continue to bear fruit for years 
to come, creating opportunities for person-
al and communal growth and development 
as well as helping provide aid to those who 
are in need.  
 Finally, some of the funds we send 
help support children whose families are 
unable to pay for their high school educa-
tion.  These scholarships directly impact 
the lives of students and their families in 
profound and far-reaching ways.
 Being able to meet with Fathers Ber-
nardo and Baltazar was instrumental in 
helping ensure that, as our relationship 
with them continues to grow, we will also 
be able to see some of the many, wonder-
ful gifts Our Lord of Esquipulas Parish 
has to offer us.

Ornament features chapel window
 Another limited-edition Christmas ornament 
featuring St. Clare Church art will debut during 
Advent. This year’s ornament displays a photo-
graph of a stained glass window in the Blessed 
Sacrament chapel. 
 The porcelain ornament also includes inspir-
ing words from the “Canticle of Creation,” writ-
ten by St. Francis. This canticle was the inspira-
tion for the artist who created the windows in 
the chapel. 

Parishioners enjoyed 
meeting Fathers 
Bernardo and 
Baltazar to learn 
more about what 
our parish’s support 
means to the people 
of Our Lord of 
Esquipulas Parish in 
Guatemala.

Michael (left) and Margarita Crupe spent much time hosting events and serving as tour guides for Fathers 
Bernardo and Baltazar during their long weekend in O’Fallon. Margarita is the chairman of our parish’s 
Guatemala Committee.

Photos by John Dempsey 
and Jack Leisure

 This year’s ornament is the eighth in a se-
ries of collectors’ ornaments featuring the art 
and architecture of our new church.
 The ornaments will be sold for $10 each 
after the weekend Masses, Dec. 5-20. A limited 
number of ornaments from previous years also 
will be available. Proceeds benefit the parish’s 
capital development fund. For more informa-
tion, contact Ellen Gravlin at 531-9151.
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St. Clare 
School to host 
open house, 
kindergarten 
registration

Deacon Dennis Vander Ven blesses pets for the fifth-grade classes at St. Clare School on the Feast 
of St. Francis.                         Photo by Tracy Pace

 St. Clare Catholic School and its Good 
Shepherd Preschool and Pre-Kinder-
garten program invite people interested 
in learning more about the school to an 
open house from 1:30 to 3 p.m. on Sunday, 
January 31 at St. Clare School. Kinder-
garten registration for 2016 also will be 
held at that time.
 Come meet members of our St. Clare 
family – teachers, parents, students, 
School Board members and administra-
tion – and tour the school building to 
learn more about the quality Catholic 
education the school provides. The St. 
Clare Parents and Friends Club will host 
a reception.
 St. Clare School is located at 214 W. 
Third St. by the old St. Clare Church in 
downtown O’Fallon and teaches grades 
K-8 at that location. 
 St. Clare School offers the Good 
Shepherd program for children ages 
three through five in the Good Shepherd 
Center at St. Nicholas Church. Younger 
children and their mothers enjoy a play-
group through Good Shepherd.
 The open house will be especially help-
ful for parents considering enrolling their 
children in pre-school, pre-K or kinder-
garten for the upcoming year. 
 Tour the new addition, which features 
a new science lab, an expanded computer 
room and library and other new class-
rooms and offices. A visit wouldn’t be 
complete without seeing the expanded 
music rooms, the prayer space, art room 
and new high school youth room, which is 
also used for retreats for the grade school 
students.
 In addition, St. Clare School will cel-
ebrate Catholic Schools Week Jan. 31-Feb. 
6 with a number of activities for students, 
teachers, parents, alumni, staff and 
parishes. This year’s theme is “Catholic 
Schools – Communities of Faith, Knowl-
edge and Service.”
 The week ends with the annual spa-
ghetti dinner from 4 to 7:30 p.m. Satur-
day, Feb. 6, in the school cafeteria and 
gym. Everyone is invited to attend the 
dinner, which is hosted by St. Clare Par-
ents and Friends. Tickets will be avail-
able at the door.
 For more information, contact St. Clare 
School at 632-6327 or Good Shepherd 
Preschool at 726-6532.

FAITH-FILLED LEARNING
 The school’s theme for this year is: “Shine 
your Light.” Students voted for their favor-
ite contemporary song to go with the theme 
and celebrated the winner, “Pushing Back 
the Dark” by Josh Wilson, with a new school 
video and a glow-in-the-dark sing-along at 
the end of a prayer service. 
 Fifth-grade classes celebrated the Feast 
of St. Francis with a pet blessing by Dea-
con Dennis Vander Ven. Third-graders had 
a mini-
retreat on 
prayer.
 To help 
prepare 
for Con-
firmation, 
eighth-
grade 
students 
partici-
pated the 
Confirma-
tion Rally 
at the 
Shrine of 
Our Lady 
of the 
Snows and 
a special 
retreat 
day. 
 Stu-
dents cel-
ebrated All 
Saints Day during the week before Nov. 1 
by researching saints and trying to “stump 
the priests” with a quiz after the Masses.

ALUMNI NIGHT AND MORE
 All St. Clare School alumni are asked to 
visit Classmates.com to get registered un-
der St. Clare School. The school is trying to 
create an alumni database to keep people 
updated on upcoming events. 
 St. Clare School alumni and parents 
are invited to the school’s annual Alumni 
Night. The event is slated for 7 p.m. Friday, 
Nov. 27 at the Knights of Columbus Hall 
in O’Fallon. Appetizers will be served. 
Contact Laura Adkins at 314-313-4854 for 
more information.

SCHOLASTIC CLUBS
 St. Clare Knights’ Chess Club debuted 
this fall for students in grades 1-8. Speech 
Club and Scholar Bowl members were se-
lected in October and have begun prepar-
ing for their competitions.

CHRISTMAS CONCERT
 The bands and junior high chorus will 
present a Christmas Concert at 6:30 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 14. 

HELPING OUR NEIGHBORS
 Students filled three trucks with food, 
toiletries and paper products donated by 
the St. Clare family for the O’Fallon Food 
Pantry in honor of the feast of St. Vincent 
de Paul in September. 

DIOCESAN CHAMPIONS
 Our soccer teams had exciting seasons 
this fall. The fifth- and sixth-grade boys’ 
soccer team brought home a first-place 
trophy in the Diocesan  Tournament. The 

seventh- and eighth-grade boys’ teams 
finished second in Diocesan.
 The St. Clare baseball team had a 
great season, bringing home second place 
in the Belleville Diocesan Tournament. 
Congratulations to all.

BUDDY TRIPS
 Class buddies shared time together 
on special field trips. Kindergarteners 
picked pumpkins with their fifth-grade 
buddies. First-grader and eighth-grade 
buddies enjoyed the St. Louis Zoo to-
gether.

RAFFLE THANK YOU
 Thanks to all the parents, students, 
parishioners, family and friends for sup-
porting our raffle to make it a resounding 
success! Through your great efforts, we 
were able to surpass our goal of selling 
2,500 tickets and beat last year’s total, 
grossing $51,170. This fundraiser, as well 
as the annual gift-giving campaign and 
the auction, provide 10 percent of our 
income for our general operating budget. 
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Oktoberfest is a great ‘fun’-raiser

From the German beer and bratwurst to the 5K run and kids’ games, the 15th annual St. Clare Oktoberfest offered fun for the entire O’Fallon-
Shiloh community. The event’s great reputation and beautiful weather brought out the crowds. While parishioners worked the booths to help 
raise funds to pay down our mortgage, they also grew in their parish community spirit by working with new folks or renewing old friendships.

Photos by Jack Leisure

 At the first Christmas, the three 
magi brought Jesus gold, frankin-
cense and myrrh. But there is another 
gift we seem to always miss in the 
Christmas story: Jesus, the gift of God 
of God’s very self, is the gift of Christ-
mas.
 In that vein, our parish has several 
opportunities for us to give alterna-
tive gifts that truly make a difference 
in people’s lives. In addition to the 
collection envelopes for people in need 
and for our sister parish in Guate-
mala, here are some other options:

GUATEMALA SCHOLARSHIPS
 A gift to the Santa Clara Scholar-
ship Fund will help fund high school 
educations for students in our sister 
parish in Guatemala. Donations are 
requested by Dec. 13, so the parish 

These gift ideas offer ways to help others
can forward the money to Guatemala 
in time for students to begin a new 
school year in January. You may use 
the pink envelope that is included in 
the monthly envelope packet or mail a 
donation marked “Santa Clara Scholar-
ship” to the parish office; checks should 
be made payable to St. Clare Church. 
Contact Margarita Crupe at 628-4721 
or duchessdepaz@gmail.com for more 
information. 
FAIR TRADE COFFEE AND MORE
 Fair trade items sold by our fair 
trade ministry make excellent gifts and 
will be available after Mass on Nov. 28-
29 and Dec. 12-13. In addition to coffee, 
they also have chocolate, olive oil and 
other items. For more information, 
contact Steve Hughes at smhughes44@
hotmail.com or 632-5882. 

GIVING TREE
 Our annual Giving Tree goes up Nov. 
28 as a way to provide gifts for local fami-
lies and children who are in need. Pick 
an ornament off the tree in the gathering 
space, shop for the gift listed, wrap it, 
place the identifying tag securely on the 
outside of the package and return the 
package to church by Dec. 13 at the latest. 
While bows and decorations look pretty, 
they often are lost or crushed during 
sorting and delivery so they are best left 
off of the package.  

WORK OF HUMAN HANDS SALE
 The Fellowship Hall will be filled with 
fair trade goods for the Work of Human 
Hands sale after each Mass on Nov. 28-
29. What a great opportunity to justly 
value the dignity of human labor while 
celebrating the birth of a carpenter!
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By Kathy Sjoquist
 When Stephen Eros, St. Clare’s recently 
hired Director of Music and Liturgy, stepped 
into his new role, he immediately put his own 
spin on things — quite literally. 
 His first order of business? “The organ had 
to be turned around so I can both play and 
direct the choir during Mass,” he explains. 
 If you’re noticing our organ more now 
that Stephen has repositioned it and taken 
his place at the keyboard, that’s perfect. Its 
music is meant to engage and inspire us, he 
says.
 “The organ is unique in that it brings so 
many shapes and colors to the Mass. It’s not 
one-dimensional; different hymns and con-
texts demand different styles, so I’m playing 
in many different ways,” he explains. 
 Stephen’s ability to bring a distinctive 
nuance to each verse in the opening hymn, 
an air of triumph to the Gloria and a mood of 
quiet reflection after communion comes from 
years of experience playing the instrument 
he loves. With a degree in organ performance 
from Webster University and credentials 
from the St. Louis chapter of the American 
Guild of Organists, he brings a passion and 
depth of knowledge that he’s eager to share 
with the parish. 
 Stephen has been immersed in liturgy 
and music all his life. A Belleville native, his 
early formation began with piano lessons at 
age 6 and “growing up in the loft” with his 
parents in St. Mary’s choir. As he transi-
tioned from piano to organ, he found himself 
on a natural track to help with music as a 
student at St. Mary’s and Belleville West 
High School. 
 At Webster, he added conducting to his 
repertoire; he completed an additional 
course of study and was awarded a Master 
of Arts in Choral Conducting from Webster 
this past May. Stephen is married to Jamie 
Lynn Eros, St. Clare School’s choral director. 
They reside in Belleville with Jamie’s sons, 
George and Jon. 

Take note: Stephen Eros joins 
St. Clare to guide music, liturgy

 Since joining St. Clare’s staff in September, 
Stephen has felt both supported and over-
whelmed. “I’ve met an incredible number of 
people in a very short amount of time,” he 
says. “This is a wonderful parish, with an 
active spirit. There’s so much going on here, 
and ministries, like gardening, that I’ve never 
seen connected with ‘church’ before.” 
 Stephen will be overseeing St. Clare’s 
many liturgical ministries including lectors, 
Eucharistic ministers, children’s word, ushers 
and greeters.
 With encouragement from Fr. Jim, Stephen 
looks forward to building on St. Clare’s strong 
tradition of beautiful music and liturgy and 
taking things to an even higher level. 
 “I’m excited by the potential for growth in 
our music program,” he says. “A parish of this 
size should easily support a 60-person choir.” 
 He also hopes to draw in and form the con-
gregation to become more actively involved 
during the Mass. 
 “Catholicism is a very intellectual faith, 
and there’s always an opportunity to be 
thinking,” he explains. “The congregation has 
to give back, not just sit and observe, and 

 “Everything I do is very differ-
ent from what’s been done here 
before,” Stephen Eros states plain-
ly when asked about his chal-
lenges as St. Clare’s newest staff 
member. This became apparent at 
his first weekend Mass, when he 
slightly confounded parishioners 
by striding to the organ wearing a 
full-length formal black cassock. 
 In the interest of satisfying our 
curious congregation, Stephen 
gladly offers an explanation for 
his choice of apparel. “What I 
wear is different from a priest’s 
cassock. It’s called a Roman or-
ganist cassock,” he says. “Wearing 
it is my way of formalizing my role 
in the liturgy and symbolizing the 
reverence I bring to my position.” 
 He adds that Church norms 
exist and provide guidelines for 
any liturgical minister to vest for 
Mass, but the practice is optional 
and often reserved for special 
liturgies or more formal venues. 
 “When I moved from playing in 
choir lofts to being down in front, 
it was a very different feeling. 
This is just my way of presenting 
myself in front of the congrega-
tion. Also,” he says with a smile, 
“when Mass is over and you’re 
looking for me, and there are a 
couple hundred people around, 
it’s a good way to identify me in a 
crowd.”

Stephen Eros

He’s not a deacon. 
He’s not a priest. 
And it’s called a 
cassock.  

music helps people think, get engaged 
and be enveloped in each aspect of the 
Mass.” 

 We regularly host the Masterworks 
Chorale, Children’s Choruses and Orches-
tra for their seasonal concerts throughout 
the year.  Their annual Christmas concert 
entitled “A Masterworks Christmas” will be 
performed at 7:30 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 13 at 
St. Clare.  
 In the Church, we celebrate Gaudete 
Sunday on Dec. 13, the third Sunday of 
Advent.  The Latin word Gaudete mean re-
joice.  We rejoice because we anticipate the 
coming of Christ historically in His birth, 
in our own lives each day and at the end of 

Masterworks to present joyful concert
time.  
 Attending this concert is a wonderful 
way to celebrate this day of joyful antici-
pation. The concert will feature “A Cer-
emony of Carols” by 20th century composer 
Benjamin Britten.  In addition, the concert 
will include new and favorite carols, a 
candlelight procession and an audience 
sing-along. 
 Tickets are $15 for adults and $5 for stu-
dents in advance; prices increase $5 on the 
day of the concert. Tickets will be available 
for sale in the parish office in November.

 St. Clare will welcome the Millikin 
University Concert Choir, under the 
direction of Dr. Brad Holmes, for a 
concert at 3 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 24.  
Millikin has one of the finest college 
choirs in the Midwest.
 In conjunction with their perfor-
mance, they have invited the O’Fallon, 
Triad and Edwardsville high school 
choirs to sing pieces for the concert. 
This will expose our community even 
more to visitors from around the 
region.  What a wonderful opportunity 
for us to experience this program, and 
to invite visitors into our sacred space!  

Millikin Choir to 
perform at St. Clare
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Welcome to our 
newcomers
 We welcome these newcomers to our 
parish family: 
 Sam and Sonia Walker and their son, 
Peter, 1;
 Gilberto and Jennifer Cruz and 
their daughters, Melissa, 10,  and An-
gelica, 8;
 Mary Joan Lucash
 Kevin and Tina Brisley and their 
son, Zayden, 8;
 Paul and Stacy Skipworth and their 
children, Clarissa, 15; Ella, 11; Audrey, 
8; Peter, 4; and David, 3 months;
 Casey and Nicole Lobring
 Kathy Moore
 Jessica Moore and her daughter, 
Alexis, 7;
 Jim and Marcia Blankenship
 Diego and Kimberly Wendt and their 
children, Elena, 12; Daniel, 10; David, 
8; and Brian, 6;
 Glen Christensen
 Josh and Vanessa Biggs and their 
children, Emily, 10; Abigail, 8; and 
Ethan, 3; 
 John and Mary Bagnarelli
 Elaine Wagner
 Lisa McCoy has lived in the area 
since 1998, when she moved from Italy. 
She is originally from Los Angeles, Calif., 
but spent most of her young adulthood in 
Oregon. Lisa was looking for a change of 
parishes and thought St. Clare would be 
a good fit. She has known Stephen Eros 
for many years and was excited to learn 
he is the new music and liturgy director. 
Lisa is a musician and is looking forward 
to being a part of the music ministry. Lisa 
retired from the Air Force in 2002 and 
is a government civilian working in the 
cyberspace field and managing several 
programs that fund training initiatives 
for the Air Force cyber workforce. Lisa 
also plays oboe in the Belleville Philhar-
monic Orchestra and plays the flute at 
Mass whenever it is needed;
 Kathy Knight
  John and Nicole Bute and twin 
daughters, Aibhlinn and Abigail, 10 
months old.

Seniors to celebrate the seasons

 We welcome our newly baptized chil-
dren, Quinn Millicent, daughter of Clint 
and Jamie Dintelman; Jacob Stephen, 
son of Patrick and Ashley Barud; Evelyn 
Flynn, daughter of Gregory and Kather-
ine Mertens; Madeline Grace, daughter 
of Daniel and Lauren Walford; Carys 
Ashlin, daughter of Joel and Sarrah Mar-
tin; Keegan Lawrence, son of Morgan 
and Amy West; and Charlotte Kathleen, 
daughter of Matt and Katie Flynn.

 We celebrate the Holy Matrimony of 
Brad Kloustermeyer and Ashley Fed-
erico, Ryan Young and Kathryn Witte, 
Randall Hardtner and Meg Meade, 
and Ben Schink and Jessica Raback.

 We extend our prayerful sympathy to 
the families and friends of deceased pa-
rishioners Theresa Keeney, June Dean, 
Raymond Haeffner, Jack Tittering-
ton, Robert Wagner, Denise Donato 
Hendricks, Thomas Peters, Jackie 
Meek and Barbara Boos.

Trunk or Treat offered spooktacular fun this year with great costumes and creative car trunks filled with 
Halloween candy. Families enjoyed the food and fellowship at this annual event, which is hosted by the 

Trunk or Treat offers family fun

Altar Sodality 
cookies coming
 The always-popular Altar Sodality 
Christmas cookies will be for sale after 
the Masses on Dec. 12-13. The plates of 
three-dozen, assorted, homemade cookies 
will be offered for $12 each in the Fellow-
ship Hall. Some baked goods and candy 
also may be available for sale.
 To pre-order your cookies, call Mary 
Ann Winans at 632-7137.  
 The Altar Sodality appreciates dona-
tions of homemade cookies for the sale. 
Please call Mary Ann to let her know you 
will donate. Bring your cookies to the Fel-
lowship Hall by 8 a.m. on Saturday, Dec. 
12.
 Warning: These cookies always go 
quickly. Parishioners have been known to 
go to an earlier Mass that weekend just 
to get their cookies.

 The St. Clare Seniors will enjoy a 
potluck dinner and gift exchange at their 
Christmas party on Monday, Dec. 14.
 Please bring a side dish and a $5 gift 
for the gift exchange game. The meeting 
is at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 
 The November meeting featured a 
Thanksgiving dinner, with turkey, dress-
ing and all the fixings.

 Any parishioner over 55 is invited to 
join the club, which usually meets at 6:30 
p.m. on the second Monday of the month 
in the Fellowship Hall for evenings of 
great food, lots of laughs and a variety of 
entertainment and guest speakers. The 
seniors group is strictly social; no work or 
fundraising is involved. 
 For more information on the Seniors 
Club, contact Judy Bugger at 632-4074.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Generous donors of time, talent and treasure have transformed a storage room into a bright, new place for our high 
school youth to hang out, have fun and talk about their faith — the new Youth room in St. Clare School's lower 
level. Father Jim and the youth blessed the room during an open house in October and thanked everyone who had 
made this dream a reality. The youth are enjoying the new space on Sunday nights. They also have access to the 

New Youth Room is a blessing

Photos by Jane Dotson

 Eighth-graders in St. Clare, St. 
Nicholas and Corpus Christi parishes 
have until Dec. 15 to register on line for 
the upcoming Luke 18 retreat, which is 
slated for Jan. 15-17 at St. Clare School. 
Visit www.stclarechurch.org to register.
 The high school and college leaders 
will meet at 10:30 a.m. Dec. 20 for Mass 
and then a meeting at St. Nicholas and at 
10:30 a.m. Jan. 3 for Mass and a meeting 
to follow at St. Clare to make plans for 
the event with the help of adult leaders. 
High school seniors also will meet at noon 
Nov. 29 at Corpus Christi Parish Hall. 
 For more information on registration, 
contact Amber Hardy at 618-530-0870 
or love2sing85@hotmail.com or Jennifer 
Wilson at 618-910-3607 or j.wilson347@
yahoo.com.

Luke 18 to offer 
awesome faith 
experience

 St. Clare Youth Group will host a 
“Thinks-giving” trivia night on Saturday, 
Nov. 14 at St. Clare Catholic School, 214 
W. Third St., O’Fallon, IL. Doors will open 
at 6 p.m. and trivia will begin promptly 
at 7 p.m. Admission is $20 per person or 
$160 for a table of eight. Guests may bring 
their own snacks and adult beverages. The 
youth will sell soda and bottled water.
 All proceeds will be used for the St. 
Clare Youth Group’s trips to the National 
Catholic Youth Conference. 

Trivia Night to 
benefit youth
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